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tooth violet/' and a long list of flowers whose names
I have forgotten long ago.

The perennial delight of this return of spring-
time was the great feature of my life, and then began
the excursions into the forests around us, and the
succession of sights and sounds, the order of the
unfolding of the leaves, from the willow to the oak,
the singing of the frogs in the marshes, and the birds
in the copses and fields (for in the great woods there
are few singing birds). I knew them all, and when
and where to hear them. The bluebird, or blue
robin, as it was called in our neighborhood, was the
first, and he assured us that spring had really come
with a plaintive song, the sweetest to memory of all
nature's voices; then the American robin (the mi-
gratory thrush), a bold, cheery note, full of summer
life; and after those the chief was the bobolink,
singing up into the sky like the skylark, and with
which we connected the ripening of the strawberry,
the merriest and most rollicking of all bird songs, as
that of the bluebird was the tenderest. Then came
the hermit thrush, heard only in the depth of the
forest, shy and remote in bis life and nesting, and
the whip-poor-will, in the evening. Each was a new
leaf turned over in my book of life, the reading of
which was my only happiness. What else, or more,
could be expected of an existence hedged in by the
terrors of eternity, the hauntings of an inevitable
condemnation, unless I could obtain some mysterious
renovation, only attainable through an act of divine
grace which no human merit could entitle me to, andn measure of,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